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Webinar guidelines & information
• If you do not see the presentations, the presentations will

be found here https://www.lifecyclecenter.se/events/
• The webinar will be recorded
• The webinar starts with presentations – save your

questions to the end
• You are muted as default and when it is time for questions

we will be able to unmute you if you have a question
• Presentations will be sent to all participants after the 

webinar

2 Swedish Life Cycle Center I Swedish platform for the life cycle perspective I www.lifecyclecenter.se

https://www.lifecyclecenter.se/events/


We aim for credible
& applied life cycle
thinking globally!

Swedish Life Cycle Center & Swedish platform for the life cycle perspective I  www.lifecyclecenter.se



A partner driven center

www.lifecyclecenter.se

Boverket



Swedish Life Cycle Center I Swedish platform for the life cycle perspective I www.lifecyclecenter.se

Swedish platform for the 
life cycle perspective



Two- day course in Applied Life Cycle Thinking
21-22 april, Göteborg, Chalmers

The life cycle perspective, understanding the 
environmental impacts of a product or service 
throughout the value chain, is gaining increased 
importance in business as well as in public sector 
and authorities. In this two-day course you will get 
a deeper understanding on how to apply life cycle 
thinking in your organization, through real cases 
and proven methods.

Price: 11500 SEK ex. VAT 
Register: https://www.lifecyclecenter.se/events/save-the-date-
two-day-course-in-applied-life-cycle-thinking-2020/

https://www.lifecyclecenter.se/events/save-the-date-two-day-course-in-applied-life-cycle-thinking-2020/
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lifecyclecenter@chalmers.se
www.lifecyclecenter.se
Twitter: @lifecyclecenter
LinkedIn: Swedish Life Cycle Center
And sign up for our newsletter!

http://www.lifecyclecenter.se/
https://twitter.com/Lifecyclecenter
https://www.linkedin.com/company/swedish-life-cycle-center/
https://www.lifecyclecenter.se/
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Improved communication of 
LCA results
Frida Røyne
RISE – Research Institutes of Sweden

Webinar March 5th, 2020



About the project
• October 2018 - May 2019

• Team: Michael Martin (IVL) and Louise Quistgaard (RISE)

• Financed by Åforsk

• Which type of communication?

– The physical dimension: Which platforms the results are distributed through 

– The social dimension: How the results are distributed 

– The expressive dimension: How the results are expressed and compared quantitatively, 
qualitatively and visually
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How it all began…
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potential

Land use

BioZEment lowest estimate

BioZEment highest estimate

Conventional concrete

Comparison of innovative (BioZEment) and conventional concrete



What is good 
communication?



Method

Interviews

Literature 
review Online survey

Researchers 
Practitioners

Commissioners
Decision makers

Communicators



Questions 
addressed

– Expression of scale and severity

– Formulation of goal/aim

– Numbers versus conclusions

– Mentioning of audience

– Tailoring to media and audience

– Visual presentation

– Need for LCA expertise

– Future needs

Current practice

Opinions



Preferences

Result 1
Stating goal, intended audience and conclusions

Current practice



Is it much? Is it significant??



• Most common to use benchmark

– LCA on other products/technologies

– The different life cycle phases

– Most common to use several

• Normalization and weighting generally
avoided

• Absolute LCA suggested but juvenile

• Most positive to the least complex

Result 2
Expressing scale and severity 



“Diagrams are helpful to 
most people. Tables are 
interesting for the nerds”

Comment from the survey



Example from the survey
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Example from the 
survey
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Example from the survey



• Tables - poorer understanding, good data source

• Negative values and different time scales require
good explanations

• Colors - appealing but practical issues

• Abbreviations - necessary but should be limited

• Multiple charts in one figure – to use with caution

• Multiple dimensions – complexity decreases
understanding

Result 3
Opinions on visual presentations



Result 4
How to improve communication

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Educate researchers/practitioners in communication

Emphasize communication in university courses of LCA

More time/money

Involve communicators earlier in the process



Why don’t I understand 
this article? 
I must be too stupid…



Conclusions

• Most important: attention

• Focus on purpose and 
message

• Complexity should not 
overrule understanding

• Vast opportunities for 
improvement and further 
research



RISE – Research Institutes of Sweden AB ·  010-516 50 00 · info@ri.se · ri.se
Lindholmspiren 7 A, 417 56 Göteborg · Box 857, 501 15 Borås

Frida Røyne
frida.royne@ri.se
+46 72-500 65 80

Illustrations from www.pexels.com

Full report in 
DIVA
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QUESTIONS?
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lifecyclecenter@chalmers.se
www.lifecyclecenter.se
Twitter: @lifecyclecenter
LinkedIn: Swedish Life Cycle Center
And sign up for newsletter!

THANK YOU

http://www.lifecyclecenter.se/
https://twitter.com/Lifecyclecenter
https://www.linkedin.com/company/swedish-life-cycle-center/
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